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A NEWSLETTER FOR MEMBERS OF THE USS BERKELEY (DDG -15) ASSOCIATION

FCCS (SW) Don Carson was born in
Mason, West Virginia in September
1950. He graduated from Pattonville
High School in 1968 in St. Ann,
Missouri and in 1997 graduated from
b Rasterb aNewk Mexico University, in
Portales, New Mexico, where he
received a Bachelor of Science Degree
in Physics. Don is married to Dr. Karen
Zilverberg, PhD and they have two dogs
Sand call Seabrook, Texas their home.
Singe Jund &f S199¢, iDénthas Qubrkeds
| for United Space Alliance in Houston,
Texas. United Space Alliance is a joint
venture between two companies,
Lockheed Martin and Boeing. He

teaches astronauts and flight
controllers operation and malfunction
recovery for the Space Shuttle
communication system at NASA,
JohgseniSpaqe Pegtar- o s pai
Before reporting to USS Berkeley, Don
completed boot camp and Fire Control A
School Phase | and then served aboard
USS Jouett (DLG\CG 29) from April

d

increased by approximately 50 reenlisted for advanced schooling in
informatio
should now be more reliable than in pas

Waukegan, lllinois at the Fire Control
tTechnician Class C School, Naval
Training Center (NTC) Great Lakes.

Don reported to his second ship, the
FUSS Berkeley (DDG-15), in the fall of

it was a year ago, and | expect it will endl 1976 as an FTG2 fresh out of C School

up ahead of where it was in 2008.

The involvement of our membership in
the operation of the Association ha$
definitely increased. Beginning with the
officers (Assistant

addition of other
Director, Treasurer, Secretaries and
Historian) and regional

Membership

Committee Chairmen at our last reunio

in Boston, there has been mor
involvement in Association activities.
We still have two vacancies on the

Membership Committee, and the ACVA
The

Representative position to Afill.
Membership Committee vacancies are

the Northwest and Southwest sectors, a

volunteers in these positions
considered staff members.

coordinating Association activities. Th
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for the MK 47 Mod 11 Gun Fire Control
System (GFCS) Computer. The MK 47,
L an analog computer, was even then a
dying technology. It performed all of its
computations using gears, resolvers,
servos-mechanisms, and circuit boards
Awith the actual resistors, capacitors,
and transistors soldered onto those
) circuit boards.  All the inputs were
| analog coming from the gun director,
[ radar, anemometer, and the ship’s
compass. He served aboard USS
Berkeley for 14 months in 1976 and
1977. Berkeley had just returned to
San Diego, California from a deployment
hto the Western Pacific and was

(&r;epar'ing for an overhaul in Bremerton,
ashington. During the transition

A% petween active sea duty to standing
! : A” stafl down for overhaul, Berkeley completed
members are involved in planning and training

and naval gunfire support
exercises. He was transferred before
the end of the overhaul period.

In the Spotlight

FCCS Don Carson

After Berkeley, he returned to NTC
Great Lakes for shore duty. Don Carson
served as an instructor for the Phase |
portion of the Class A School. Tours at
Basic Electricity and Electronics School
in both Great Lakes and San Diego,
California followed and led up to sea duty
aboard the USS Reasoner FF-1063, in
San Diego and USS Lockwood FF-1064,
in Long Beach, California.

On board Reasoner, Don Carson
earned his Surface Warfare qualification.
He went to TAD (Temporary Attached
Duty) to the USS Lockwood to assist the
ship’s crew in achieving their gunnery
qualifications. Shortly after departing
Lockwood he returned for his second and
last shore duty tour at White Sands
Missile Range (WSMR) in Las Cruces,
New Mexico. This was a Navy
Detachment in the middle of an Army
testing facility. In the late 1980s and
early 1990s, the Navy was testing the
Block IV vertical launch version of the
Standard Missile (SM). WSMR was his
last duty station; Don retired a Senior
Chief Petty Officer in the fall of 1993.




